
2025

Restorying
Regenerative
Agriculture 
Awardees



2025 Restorying
Regenerative
Agriculture Awards

The Regenerative Agriculture Foundation (RAF) is
honored to announce recipients of the:

We recognize we are in times of social and ecological
turmoil. Immense stressors on our political and social systems
may continue to disproportionately impact vulnerable
communities and their ability to build and maintain supportive,
regenerative, and abundant agricultural landscapes.

Through Restorying, our intention is to celebrate resilience,
abundance, and create opportunities to support individual
and collective well being, rather than furthering mindsets
grounded in division, scarcity and competition.

Restorying awardees represent a broad range of
approaches organizations are employing to heal their
lands, soils, and foodways.  May the long held strengths and
visions held within Restorying awardee communities continue
to offer healthy ways forward!!
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Ayeko Farm creates space for communities to reconnect

with the land and cultures through food and farming. They

do this by growing culturally important food, hosting

educational programs and workshops, holding cultural arts

events and healing retreats, and by replanting native forests

and pollinator plants.

Ayeko Farm

American Indian Resource Center provides cultural and

educational opportunities to nurture growth of Cherokee

children, families and communities. Little Cherokee Seeds,

a project of AIRC, was born out of a dream of Cherokee

women with the purpose of revitalizing culture and

language through traditional food and medicine with

infants and their mothers
aircinc.org

ayekofarm.net

https://www.ayekofarm.net/
http://aircinc.org/
https://www.ayekofarm.net/


Black Yard Collective  is  a Black-centered diversified

farm working that creates educational opportunities for

aspiring Black farmers, mutual aid support in feeding

communities in the Bronx, NY, and land stewardship with

regenerative practices in a diversified operation that

includes ruminants, poultry, produce, and flowers. 

Butte Community

Buffalo Lifeways

Project

Coast Salish Youth Coalition creates opportunities for

families to engage with camas, other traditional food

resources, and each other. Their intergenerational work

of stewarding traditional foods in the prairies and

intertidal zones in the Salish Sea is a powerful example

of ancestral ‘regenerative agriculture’.

CRITFC’s mission is to ensure a unified voice in the

overall management of the fishery resources to protect

reserved treaty rights through the exercise of the

inherent sovereign powers of the Yakama, Warm

Springs, Umatilla, and Nez Perce tribes. This mission is

accomplished with four primary goals: Put Fish Back in

the Rivers and Protect Watersheds Where Fish Live,

Protect Tribal Treaty Fishing Rights,  Share Salmon

Culture, Provide Fisher Services

Butte Community Lifeways Project provides a pathway
for Oglala Lakota community member to learn about
regenerative agriculture, buffalo caretaking, cultural and
spiritual activities, and teaching community the
importance of caretaking for the soil, grasses, plants, and
the animals.

critfc.org

coastsalishyouth.org

blackyardfarm.com

http://critfc.org/
http://coastsalishyouth.org/
http://blackyardfarm.com/


Kākoʻo ʻŌiwi is restoring cultural connection between

the land and their Ohana. As part of their commitment to

providing sustainably farmed fresh produce, they work

with their community on local restoration of traditional

Hawai'ian lo'i terraces to bring back kalo/ taro root.

Global One Urban Farming produces and distributes

free vegetables to seniors, veterans and low income

residents. They provide vital food boxes to the

community, and educate youth on farming, fostering an

appreciation for feeding their families. They unite the

community through collaborative farming, introducing

innovative techniques such as climate-smart and

regenerative practices. 

Fresh Future Farm is a Black-led farm & community

food hub  in South Carolina  They offer cultural

programming, land stewardship training and feed the

community! They are on a mission to grow the quality

of life their neighbors deserve through a sliding scale

grocery store, urban farm, and community education. 

FEED uplifts Pacific Northwest tribal foodways driven by

traditional knowledge and values through four key

principles: fostering economic opportunities for Tribal

producers, developing and teaching health education

materials, empowering Tribal communities through

presence in the broader movement, and developing

policy frameworks to create meaningful community

change

kakoooiwi.org

globaloneurbanfarming.org

freshfuturefarm.org

feed7generations.org

https://kakoooiwi.org/
http://globaloneurbanfarming.org/
https://www.freshfuturefarm.org/
http://feed7generations.org/


Ohe: Laku (Among the Cornstalks) grows Tuscarora

White Corn to feed their member families. They apply

Haudenosaunee concepts of communal agriculture,

democratic consensus governance, and regenerative

agriculture practices in a modern context. Their

grassroots approach offers beginning farmers an

opportunity to connect to cultural teachings and increase

capacity by learning how to grow and feed their families

traditional foods.

Operation Spring Plant is a farm and farm community

for Black farmers in North Carolina working to keep

BIPOC and other small owner/operators on their land.

Originally born out of dairy farm conservation efforts,

they are multigenerational, led by elders, and serve as a

middle point between rural farmers and gov't agencies

organizing for better policies to support their

livelihoods. 

Laupa'i Ke Ola perpetuates ʻike kūpuna (ancestral
knowledge) around Hāloa. They uphold their kuleana to
cultivate, maintain, process, and provide their
community with the remaining 80+ varieties of
Hawaiian kalo, grounded in the deep understanding of
the familial relationship Hawaiians hold to kalo. 

Makoce Agricultural Development develops

Indigenous agriculture and food systems designed to

regenerate healthy and equitable communities,

economies and environment. They have 5 strategic

initiatives identified through 1. Food Hub Initiative, 2.

Woyute regenerative production farm, 3. Food Systems

Institute, 4. Hemp Development Initiative 5. Oceti

Sakowin Food Systems Alliance work 

laupaikeola.com

makoceag.org

ohelaku.org

operationspringplant.org

https://www.laupaikeola.com/
https://makoceag.org/
https://ohelaku.org/
https://www.operationspringplant.org/


2025 Restorying Regenerative Agriculture awardees were nominated by the

Restorying Design Team and the following previous Restorying grantees:

 American Friends Service Committee

Kahaluʻu Kūāhewa 

Kansas Black Farmers Association 

Northeast Farmers of Color Network

Pauquachin First Nation Marine Department

RAFI

Texas Tribal Buffalo Project

Ukwakhwa

Tewa Women United centers Indigenous women and

girls to connect with ancestral knowingness, healing

strengths, and lifeways for the wellbeing of ALL. They

work on food and seed sovereignty, including a

"healing oasis garden" on reclaimed contaminated

land to grow traditional plants for food and medicine.

tewawomenunited.org

Tierra Fértil Coop honors the hard work, expertise, and

legacy of farm workers in Western NC by creating an

opportunity for present and future generations of

Latinx people to make radical changes on the food,

health, agricultural, and labor system.

tierrafertilcooperativa.com

For more information on Restorying Regenerative Agriculture or to inquire

about supporting awardees directly, contact:

Brett Ramey, Restorying Design Team Lead

brett@regenerativeagriculturefoundation.org 

https://tewawomenunited.org/
http://tierrafertilcooperativa.com/
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Since 2016, RAF has been a trusted
grassroots-focused intermediary funder. 

About 
Restorying
Regenerative
Agriculture

 Restorying holds the 3 following aims:

Distribute resources to support 

ancestral foodways and land stewardship

Promote an expansive understanding of

regenerative agriculture

Conduct a participatory award/

grantmaking process

The Restorying program reflects a vision of a future in which all can
contribute to and benefit from healthy soils, clean water, and climate change
mitigation. It centers the empowered participation of Black, Indigenous, and
people of color-led land stewards and leaders, growing and sharing their
knowledge and skills for the benefit of their respective communities and
lands, which ultimately benefits all. 



Distribute resources to
support ancestral foodways
and land stewardship

RAF recognizes that the philanthropic sector’s chronic

underresourcing of Black, Indigenous, and People of Color-led

organizations replicates and reinforces systemic inequities. This

imposes limitations on the capacity of these organizations to effectively

implement their practices and ethics into the landscape and uphold the

integrity of their foodways. 

RAF also recognizes that directing resources to BIPOC-led orgs is

necessary to address the needs of the broader food and agriculture

systems and the climate crises that impacts them. 

With a small step towards reconciliation and healing, the award provides a

flexible, $36k general operating grant and opportunities to connect with

other awardees through additional collaborative project funding. 

one



Promote an expansive
understanding of
regenerative agriculture 
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RAF believes that truly regenerative systems don’t just advance healthy

soils and clean water. A truly regenerative agriculture advances and is built

upon racial justice, just treatment of workers, Traditional Ecological Knowledges,

and supporting the cultures that utilize, protect, and hone these practices.

Further, RAF recognizes that prevailing tenets of regenerative agriculture have

been slow to recognize that its principles and vision often appropriate,

repackage, and omit the foodways of Black, Indigenous, and other communities

of color. To advance a truly regenerative agriculture, the field must

recognize the inherently regenerative nature of foodways that emerge from

many BIPOC communities.

Awardees were nominated based on their alignment with Restorying Regenerative
Agriculture principles and ethics. that uplift and center:

Intergenerational and Ancestral Knowledges
Restoration of healthy lands and waters
Traditional Foods and Land Stewardship
Community Health
Farmer and Worker Health
Movement Building and Collaboration
Local and Regional Economies



Conduct a
participatory award/
grantmaking process

RAF recognizes the need for philanthropy to adopt participatory and

peer-led grantmaking and decision making practices. Especially those

led by people with direct experience. To advance a truly regenerative

agriculture, those who are practicing regenerative agriculture in

community need decision-making power over philanthropic investments.

Restorying is envisioned and carried out by a Design Team comprised

of leaders in frontline food and agriculture organizations. This provides

a better understanding of the needs, challenges, and opportunities of

organizations, as well as providing relationships necessary to bring true

“trust-based” relationships into grantmaking processes. 

Restorying is grounded in an understanding that prevailing processes

in philanthropy reinforce inequitable power dynamics through

arduous application and reporting processes, and decision-making

authority is often held by trustees with little on-the-ground understanding

of the work. Philanthropy can do better.

Restorying demonstrates a way forward where program design and

decision making can be more reflective of relational ways of being

held within many of our frontline communities.

three



The Design Team for
Restorying Regenerative Agriculture:

The Restorying Design Team is proud to celebrate these organizations and

their contributions to shaping a future of regenerative agriculture grounded

in BIPOC knowledge systems, values, and practices; they are a guiding ethic

for the field moving forward. 

We join the 2025 Restorying Regenerative Agriculture Awardees in

envisioning a world where the inherent value of all people, plants, and

animals are honored and stewarded in a way that can lead to the healing

and regeneration of human communities and the greater living world. 

Congratulations to the 2025 
Restorying Regenerative Agriculture

Award recipients!

Brett Ramey (Lead), Ioway Climate Resilience Program

Ethan Gallegos, First Nations Development Institute

Helga Garza, Agri-Cultura Network

Rosie Fitz, HEAL Food Alliance

regenerativeagriculturefoundation.org

https://iowatribeofkansasandnebraska.com/culture/climate-resilience/
https://www.agri-cultura.org/
https://healfoodalliance.org/


regenerativeagriculturefoundation.org


